Serum and salivary immunoglobulin A and free secretory component in ulcerative colitis.
Patients with ulcerative colitis have been investigated for evidence of defects in secretory immunity. Total serum IgA concentration, serum IgA antibody titres to Candida albicans, salivary IgA and free secretory component concentrations have been measured in thirty-six patients with ulcerative colitis and thirty-six normal controls. None of the parameters was significantly different between patients with proctitis and patients with extensive colitis or between the colitis patients and normal controls.